
CREATIVITY & 
INNOVATION
 AT PICKERING COLLEGE

Twenty-first century skills are at the forefront 
of Pickering College’s Global Leadership 
Program. Among them is communication, 
which is why our French and Modern 
Languages Department is such an integral 
part of our program. Languages are without 
a doubt an incredible asset to any student’s 
pathway as they prepare to become global 
leaders. The benefits of bilingualism and 
multilingualism are countless and include 
cognitive, social, cultural and financial 
advantages. For example, studies have 
shown that people who know more than 
one language have a heightened ability 
to see things from different perspectives. 
This allows them to be more culturally 
sensitive and to have the ability to consider 
other viewpoints. In addition, bilingualism 
has been shown to delay the onset of 
dementia.

As such, the modern languages program 
at Pickering College is designed to help 
students learn the importance of languages 
in promoting global understanding and 
respecting cultural differences. Students 
are provided with authentic situations to 
help them develop their communications 
skills and to become confident using the 
target language.

The Role of Languages in Today’s Global Landscape
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Graduates of the Pickering College Global Leadership Program are creative, innovative 
and courageous agents of ethical and positive change, true to Quaker values.

KIMBERLY BARTLETT is Director of Teaching and Learning, Junior 
Kindergarten-Grade 12. She has a B.A. from McGill, a B.Ed. and M.Ed. 
from the University of Toronto and her Principal’s qualifications.  
Her responsibilities include teaching, curriculum, faculty develop-
ment, and advising the school’s Global Ideas Institute Team. She has 
worked as an instructor at OISE/U of T, a consultant and has also 
developed textbooks. In 2011, she was a Finalist for the Governor 
General’s Award for Excellence in Teaching Canadian History.

JULIA HUNT is the Director of Global Leadership at Pickering 
College and is responsible for developing the Global Leadership 
Program for all students, Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12.  Some of 
Julia’s responsibilities include diploma design, program framework, 
research, training and professional development, communications, 
outreach, local and international excursions, student life and 
leadership activities and speakers. Julia holds her B.A. and her B.Ed. 
as well as her M.A. in Education and Development.  

ONLINE LANGUAGE 
RESOURCES 

Online tools to help students learn 
languages at home:

Duolingo.com

Quizlet.com 

Apps for young learners of French:

 Gus on the Go: French for Kids

 Fun French: Language learning game

Discover local French events and 
opportunities for your child:

 FrenchStreet.ca

Experience the French language from 
the comfort of your own home:

 Netflix.ca (use French subtitles or 
 change the language)

 Toutv.ca (French shows)

 Spotify.com (many French playlists)

Canadian Parents for French cpf.ca

The French and Modern Languages 
Department (L-R): Andrea Cleland, 
Heather Suters, Myriam Lafrance, 
Stephanie Pickering, Emily van Nostrand
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If you have any questions, or would like to provide 
feedback, please contact:

Kimberly Bartlett, Director of Teaching and Learning, 
at kbartlett@pickeringcollege.on.ca

Julia Hunt, Director of Global Leadership, 
at jhunt@pickeringcollege.on.ca

continued from front page
All modern language classes at Pickering College use the Common European Framework 
of Reference (CEFR), an international standard for describing language ability. The CEFR is 
used and recognized in more than 40 countries. In CEFR classrooms, students are taught 
how to use the language by performing simulations of real-life activities, such as asking 
for directions, planning a trip, or participating in a meeting. Students are encouraged to 
use the language to communicate for a purpose, rather than learning grammar rules and 
vocabulary in isolation. The majority of our teachers have attended a week-long course 
designed to train them in using the CEFR in the classroom.

Essential questions such as, “Why is it important to learn languages?” and “How do 
languages help us understand various perspectives?” drive the teaching and learning that 
takes place in our classrooms and guide students as they complete each part of our Global 
Leadership Program. In the Junior School’s Foundation Years, where students participate 
in an interdisciplinary environmental inquiry, the second language focus is on culture and 
developing a love of learning languages. In the Middle School’s Pillar Years, teachers make 
the language come to life through a series of interdisciplinary initiatives such as learning 
about Louis Riel and les Filles du Roi. Finally, in the Senior School’s Capstone Years, students 
learn to talk about issues of importance to them in their second language.

When preparing students to become global leaders, we ensure they understand that compre-
hending another language is a critical way to increase their empathy, understand the world 
in which we live, connect and learn from a variety of people and influence positive change. 

continued on back page

“A different language is a   
  different vision of life.” 
                       –Federico Fellini



Bringing French to Life  
In addition to the French immersion trips to Quebec in Grades 7 and 8, French is integrated 
into many other areas of the Middle School curriculum, creating interdisciplinary units.
 
Grade 6 students investigate the lives of immigrants to New France (1600-1700) using 
primary and secondary sources from les Filles du Roi (daughters of the king) and les 
habitants (farmers/first inhabitants of New France). Students spend a day at Blue & 
Silver Farm collecting firewood, transporting water, purchasing goods, building and 
maintaining a fire, and preparing pea soup from a 400-year-old recipe, to help understand 
what the immigration process might have felt like. To demonstrate their learning, they fill 
a Fille du Roi trousseau (hope chest) with examples of the immigration experience and 
descriptions of daily life.
 
One of the highlights of the Grade 7 program is students using literacy and numeracy 
skills to create, design, and build their own restaurant. They select the theme of their 
restaurant, create a menu and design their restaurant space. This project culminates in a 
lesson where students go from restaurant to restaurant and use their French skills to order 
food prepared by the students.
 
In Grade 8, students participate in an activity that simulates the Battle of Batoche, a 
conflict fought by the Métis and Canadian troops. Students are first introduced to Louis 
Riel’s story in Social Studies and in French class, where students analyze the importance 
of linguistic rights and learn about the Métis. The lesson culminates at Blue & Silver Farm 
where, through action-based learning, students use orienteering and French-language 
skills to re-enact the historical scene.

¡En español, por favor!
Pickering College’s Spanish program has 
expanded over the past few years, in 
part thanks to the focus of the program 
on authentic tasks. In fact, the three 
courses offered (beginner, intermediate, 
advanced) cater to the interests of the 
students and focus on what is meaningful 
to them. For example, students learn how 
to plan a holiday in a Spanish-speaking 
country, create three fashion looks for 
the trip, complete day-to-day tasks, and 
communicate with new people they meet. 
They use Spanish websites and newspaper 
articles instead of relying on one textbook. 
As a result, students are engaged and 
understand the real-world implications of 
their learning. 

Those who wanted to put their Spanish 
skills to the test were able to participate in 
a two-week trip to Peru. They participat-
ed in a community engagement project, 
challenged themselves on a trek through 
the Andes, and discovered the magnificent 
Machu Picchu. What better way to practise 
language skills than to immerse oneself in 
a country where the language is spoken? 

Salut Bonhomme!
Ask any Pickering College student what 
one of their most memorable events from 
Junior School is and they will start singing 
the Carnaval theme song en français. 

Modeled after Quebec City’s famous 
Carnaval, each February students are 
immersed in a cultural activity without 
leaving the school premises. The language 
comes alive throughout the myriad of 
activities organized for the students, which 
include riding in a horse-drawn carriage, 
singing French songs around a campfire, 
enjoying some maple toffee, completing 
a winter obstacle course, and trying a 
variety of French-Canadian foods. At each 
station, students are required to speak 
French, whether it is to ask for something, 
encourage their classmates, or express 
their opinion. 

The excitement and curiosity this event 
generates is palpable; students talk about 
Carnaval throughout the year. Even 
the months leading up to the event 
are focused on getting students ready 
to participate in this day-long activity, 
including learning about the voyageurs, 
practising essential phrases, learning the 
Red River Jig, and studying the Carnaval 
de Quebec. This focus on culture helps 
students understand and appreciate their 
own culture and gives them meaning 
when learning French.
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A Standardized French Test? Oui, svp!
One might be baffled to find out that students look forward to writing the DELF (Diplôme 
d’études de langue française)—a diploma awarded by the French Ministry of Education to 
certify the competency of French learners. This diploma is recognized internationally and the 
level achieved follows students to their postsecondary institution and beyond. In 2017-2018, 
14 students challenged a DELF level. They all appreciated receiving validation for their French 
level and they also commented on the positive effect it had on their motivation for learning.

Besides helping students attain a high level of competency, all Senior School French 
courses have a strong link to the Global Leadership Program. In Grade 9, students learn 
the French vocabulary and terminology associated with their GLP project on sustainability 
in which they design an innovative solution to improve our environmental footprint. They 
present a summary and reflection of their work on the French CHOP-FM radio show, 
Derrière la Tanière des Pumas (Behind Puma’s Den).

The Grade 10 students study the United Nations’ sustainability goals where they learn 
about the UN’s priorities and how to talk about issues they are passionate about in French. 
Students also participate in an authentic task of planning a weekend in Montreal for Swiss 
family friends. 

Grade 11s read French articles, highlighting the cultural differences of a topic being 
written about in two different countries. When they do their research for their Capstone 
Project, they are also required to find French sources to include different viewpoints and 
create an annotated bibliography of their findings.

In Grade 12, students are required to take action on their Capstone topic by writing a 
formal letter in French to their Member of Parliament. Students use persuasive writing 
techniques to convince their MP to focus on their issue and to raise public attention to it.
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