
CREATIVITY & 
INNOVATION
 AT PICKERING COLLEGE

At Pickering College the arts are alive and 
thriving. Whether it’s music, visual art, drama 
or communications technology, all students 
experience the arts woven throughout our  
curriculum, enhancing their learning. We know 
that a passion ignited in childhood can lead to 
a lifelong appreciation of art, beauty and joy. 
If you walk through our halls, attend a perfor-
mance or tune in to our radio station, you will 
revel in the immense talent of our students.

The importance of having art in education can-
not be underestimated. Research by Harvard 
Project Zero Reviewing Education and the Arts 
Project (REAP) has shown that students who 
are trained in the arts have a greater capacity 
for certain skills. For instance, learning to play 
music can increase a child’s spatial-temporal 
reasoning. This ability can transfer into learning 
patterns in mathematics and learning other 
languages. Studying drama increases memory 
and verbal skills, while visual art improves a 
young child’s motor skills. The arts also aid in 
increasing resilience, perseverance and disci-
pline as children learn to master new skills.

It is not only artists calling for the increase of 
arts education, it is also the proponents of the 
sciences. The call for more STEM in schools 
(science, technology, ...
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Graduates of the Pickering College Global Leadership Program are creative, innovative 
and courageous agents of ethical and positive change, true to Quaker values.

KIMBERLY BARTLETT is Director of Teaching and Learning, Junior 
Kindergarten-Grade 12. She has a BA from McGill, a BEd and MEd 
from the University of Toronto and her Principal’s qualifications.  
Her responsibilities include teaching, curriculum, faculty develop-
ment, and advising the school’s Global Ideas Institute Team. She has 
worked as an instructor at OISE/U of T, a consultant and has also 
developed textbooks. In 2011, she was a Finalist for the Governor 
General’s Award for Excellence in Teaching Canadian History.

JULIA HUNT is the Director of Global Leadership at Pickering 
College and is responsible for developing the Global Leadership 
Program for all students, Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12.  Some of 
Julia’s responsibilities include diploma design, program framework, 
research, training and professional development, communications, 
outreach, local and international excursions, student life and 
leadership activities and speakers. Julia holds her BA and her BEd 
as well as her MA in Education and Development.  

ON DISPLAY

 

Pickering College has had many close 
connections to famous artists. Artist 
Franz Johnston graces our Meeting 
Room with paintings of the provinces. 
Johnston, who is associated with the 
famous Group of Seven, sought to 
capture the Canadian landscape in all of 
its glory.

In the 1940s, 
Pickering College 
benefited from 
another Canadian 
artist, Frederick 
Hagan. A resident 
of Newmarket, 
Hagan taught 
at Pickering 

College, inspiring students to pursue 
art. His work provided a fascinating 
social commentary of the times. 
Hagan enjoyed a career as a painter, 
lithographer, watercolourist and art 
instructor, spanning more than seven 
decades. His works hang in our Harry 
Beer Dining Hall.
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Julia Hunt, Director of Global Leadership, 
at jhunt@pickeringcollege.on.ca

continued from front page
...engineering and mathematics) has altered to STEAM, in order to include the arts. 
Educators and innovators are realizing that in order to solve global problems, we need to 
begin to think differently. Having the arts included helps students with creativity and problem 
solving. It also increases their skills in areas of prototyping and design as they tackle complex 
interdisciplinary problems. No longer thinking of themselves as being only proficient in one 
discipline or another, students realize that having a variety of skills is integral in the future.

Through the Global Leadership Program, students have the opportunity to develop their 
artistic talent and to showcase their work to the wider community. In our Reggio-inspired 
program in Kindergarten to Grade 2, art is a core basis in inquiry learning. In Middle 
School, students often combine art with science projects using the design lab. Many of 
our Grade 12 students have integrated art into their Capstone projects, using mediums 
such as sculpture, video and paintings to address their issues.

The arts program at Pickering College is vibrant, exciting and innovative. Over the last few 
years, our graduates have attended prestigious arts programs at schools such as OCAD in 
Toronto and Parsons School of Design in New York City. We have also celebrated musi-
cians who have earned fully-paid post-secondary scholarships and many students have 
attended university to study journalism and filmmaking. Pickering College students have 
won numerous awards in all areas of the arts. Our arts program is widely acclaimed and 
we are extremely proud of the accomplishments of our students. With inspiration, they 
are experiencing a whole realm of possibilities. 
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To develop a complete mind: Study the science 
of art; Study the art of science. Learn how 
to see. Realize that everything connects to 
everything else.- Leonardo da Vinci

The Importance of the Arts at Pickering College



Drama
In the Pickering College drama program, 
students learn how to bring a creative vision 
to life. Student-produced and student-
directed productions give opportunities 
to practice both big-picture thinking and 
detail-oriented implementation. 

The recent Senior School drama production, 
Danny, King of the Basement, relied solely 
on student leadership: students directed, 
produced, acted in and managed all aspects 
of the production.  Students also used this 
production as an opportunity to link the 
theme of the play, homelessness, with the 
local community by donating proceeds 
from the show and the refreshment stand 
to a local community organization, Inn 
from the Cold. 

Our 2019 Junior School production, 
Seussical KIDS, will also teach our students 
creative design skills. Senior and Middle 
School students will design and create the 
sets, learning how the backstage design 
contributes to a meaningful onstage 
experience.  This production will showcase 
students in Junior Kindergarten to Grade 
6, creatively interpreting the much-loved 
stories of Dr. Seuss.

Drama: Without wonder and insight, 
acting is just a business. With it, it 
becomes creation. - Bette Davis

Communication in the Arts  
Students in communications technology use a variety of mediums to express themselves 
and their work. Film is used for documentaries, comedies and other creative works, 
while students also produce podcasts and other audio projects. Students in the program 
learn a variety of technological skills through Adobe Creative Suite. They use Adobe 
Illustrator to create logos and graphic illustrations, Spark/Muse/Portfolio to create 
website portfolios, and Photoshop to create posters, GIFs and cinemagraphs, as well as 
Adobe Audition to generate audio pieces. To enhance their work, they also create 3D 
objects using Tinkercad.

Interdisciplinary learning in the arts is an important goal, and a wonderful example is a 
project in which students are currently engaged. Creativity has been unleashed among 
the drama, communications technology and writer’s craft classes as they work together 
to create a series of “nightmare shorts.” The project relies on the different aspects of the 
arts working collaboratively to create a masterpiece.

The hallmark feature of communications technology at Pickering College is our own radio 
station, 102.7 CHOP FM, which broadcasts to the local community. Pickering College has 
the only JK to Grade 12 CRTC-licensed radio station in Canada, and PC students of all 
ages participate on the radio, reading their creative work, producing shows in different 
languages and sharing promotional pieces in support of their Global Leadership projects. 
The Grade 5 class has even interviewed a wide selection of politicians on air, where they 
learned first hand about civic engagement. Communication is an important skill for all of 
our students and it is impressive to see their authentic learning in action.
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Music
Improvisational jazz is considered to be the highest form of musical literacy and creativity, 
and it is a focus for our music program. The Junior Jazz Band was nominated to perform at 
the Musicfest National Competition in 2019. Senior Jazz Band was invited to perform for the 
second time at the prestigious Rocky Mountain Music Festival at the Banff Centre for the 
Performing Arts in April 2019. 

Music students use their creative talents to bring awareness to issues that are important to 
them. Grade 11-12 students recently completed a “March on Main Street” to highlight the 
importance of animal rights. Middle School volunteers accompanied the band, handing out 
information sheets to those passing by. Music also offers students an opportunity to hone 
their business skills. For instance, in the music promotion unit, students learn how to advertise 
their performances through social media, print media and public announcements, including 
radio broadcast.

In vocal music, students develop their leadership skills through planning and designing a 
performance. They become active citizens who engage with their community when they 
perform at different charity events and seek out opportunities to reach out to a broader 
audience. Vocal music students learn through the experience of performing live, which 
promotes collaboration and performance skills. Vocal music offers the opportunity to explore 
culture and diversity by learning a repertoire from a variety of genres. 

Our youngest students also benefit from our innovative music program, including daily classes 
in Kindergarten. This is a critical time for students to develop their aptitude for music and to 
make connections within the brain that will support a lifetime of music-making. A wide range 
of tuneful, beautiful and artful experiences position these young musicians for a variety of 
musical opportunities.  

Recent graduates who have grown through the PC music program have gone on to study 
jazz performance at Humber College, in the jazz program at Julliard, and musical theatre at 
the American Academy of Dramatic Arts.

Passion is one great force that unleashes 
creativity, because if you’re passionate about 
something, then you’re more willing to take 
risks.- Yo-Yo Ma

To create one’s own world 
in any of the arts takes 
courage. -Georgia O’Keeffe

The medium is the message.
-MarshaLl McLuhan

Visual Arts
Visual arts give students opportunities to 
express their perspectives in thoughtful 
ways, and to engage a wide audience. All 
students who take Grade 11 or 12 visual 
arts connect a major art project to their 
Capstone topic. For instance, one student 
is working on protecting wildlife from 
vehicular crashes through an exhibition 
which transforms a hallway into a highway 
with thought-provoking warning signs. 
Another student is advocating for arts 
funding in Ontario through a series of 
lunchtime workshops to help staff and 
students rediscover the creativity and 
mindfulness that is unlocked through arts 
education.   

Junior School students also learn 
the power of visual arts in conveying 
important messages. In JK-Grade 2, the 
Reggio-inspired program reframes art as 
inquiry and art teachers are atelieristas who 
support students in the visual expression of 
their understanding. Students in Grade 5 
learn the design conventions of awareness 
campaigns and create a poster for MADD 
to advocate against impaired driving. Visual 
arts at PC produces vibrant, thought-
provoking projects that show a deep level 
of comprehension of important issues.
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